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Hashini's Story
A new path in life for an unwanted child
We met Hashini and her family two years ago. She is the third
daughter of a family living in poverty. Her father, a day laborer
with little work, snares birds for food. Her mother tends the
children, one of whom has a serious heart condition and another
with dwarfism; she also cares for her aging mother-in-law. All six
live in a one-room thatched palm and bamboo house.
The birth of a third daughter was a bitter disappointment. She
was neglected and behind in every way when she entered the
crèche at age two. The crèche teachers made Hashini a special
case, knowing she needed stimulation, socialization, food and
exercise. When we met her, she was just beginning to speak at
age three. She was restrained in manner and reluctant to leave
her older sister's side.
This past April students from the St. Johnsbury Academy, VT, visited the Porayar crèches and were
looking out for Hashini. She wasn't hard to find. Five years old and near the end of her three years
at the crèche, she was a force in the school: mischievous, engaging, lively, and talkative. She is
well-developed, healthy, and wears her hair in braids looped up with ribbons, like other Indian
school girls. The St. Johnsbury students drew self-portraits with the children. This is not Hashini at
three, a withdrawn, unsure child, emotionally and socially stunted. Her vibrant portrait fills the
frame with eyes wide open and a huge smile.
Hashini could have slid into a life bound by the
poverty into which she was born. Her childhood was
nonexistent and her future bleak. The crèche gave
her a child's basic needs: safety, health, stability,
affirmation, socialization, education, fun, exercise,
and love. Hashini started first grade this year with
optimism and confidence. Her family rejoices to see
the changes in her and embraces this lively child with
a brighter future. The crèche gave their child a
different path in life, maybe even preserved her life.
This is a crèche success story and it's not unique.
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Hashini at 3, with her father, sister Harini, 6,
and grandmother, in front of their home.

